sary 3, 1874! 


AND THE 
NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 


THE MONTH. 
Att ranks and classes of English society will join heartily in the congratulations 
now being offered to our beloved Sovereign on the auspicious marriage of her 
second son. No member of the present Royal Family is more popular, or more 
deservedly so, than our “sailor Prince.” His amiable manners, his honourable pro- 
fessional career, his acquaintance with almost all quarters of the globe, and the 
liberal and large-hearted views he is believed to entertain, alike contribute to the 
favourable opinion of him generally entertained throughout the country. The 
important step he | ws now taken will intensify, as is natural, the kindly interest felt 
by the people in hi welfare; while the fact that this union is regarded as one of 
true affection will deepen that feeling and invest it with a higher character. As 
regards the political aspects of this alliance, much cannot, perhaps, be said. The 
days are past when the marriages between different Royal families exerciged a mate- 
rial influence on the policy or destiny of European states. We may, however, be 
permitted to rejoice that this alliance between England and Russia takes place at a 
time when the latter country, under the auspices of its present Sovereign, is entering 
on a career of, at least, comparative freedom and enlightenment, which bids fair to 
raise it greatly in the scale of nations. This is the first occasion on which an — 
English Protestant Prince has been united to a Princess of the Greek- or Eastern 
Church, and the claims of both the Churches have been recognized in the performance 
of the marriage cerémonials, at the first of which the Metropolitans of Moscow and 
St. Petersburgh officiated, and at the second the Dean of Westminster. The selec- ~ 
tion for this office of Dean Stanley, whose public career has ever been distinguished 
by the extreme breadth of his religious sentiments, was doubtless meant to be 


With all the suddenness of a coup d'éat, Her Majesty's subjects were informed, 
towards the close of the month, that the Queen had been advised by her Ministers, 
and had graciously accepted the advice, forthwith to dissolve the present Parliament 
and immediately to summon a new one. This announcement, first made in a letter 
addressed to the electors of Greenwich by the Premier, was accompanied by a bold 
defence of the policy not only of the present, but of all Liberal Governments during 
the last forty years, a frank exposition of the present political situation, and a generul 
statement of the measures which Mr. Gladstone and his colleagues ask the country to. 
enable them to embody in legislation. Among these measures are the total repeal of 
the income-tax ; the extension of the franchise to the peasant population of coun- 
ties ; “ the relief, but relief coupled with reform, of local taxation;” enactments for 
securing improvements in “the transfer, the descent, and the occupation of land,” the 
game laws, the laws affecting the relations of employer and employed, the laws regu- 
’ lating the sale of spirituous liquors, the system of metropolitan government, and the 
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application of the property and income of the Universities and Colleges of Oxford 
and Cambridge. The religious and the ecclesiastical elements in the Premier's mani- 
festo may be said to be “ conspicuous by their absence.” There is, indeed, a brief refer- 
ence to the conduct of “ the Irish Roman Catholic prelacy,” as concurring to defeat the 
\Irish University Bill; but it ic in language which would seem to show that upon 
— that subject Mr. Gladstone has neither learned nor forgotten anything. Recognizing, 
moreover, all the lofty patriotism which doubtless inspired this Greenwich manifesto, 
we can hardly help asking, as we read of the institutions of the country having been 
rendered “ not weaker, but stronger” of late, whether the Church of England is to 
be deemed one of the institutions of England, and what strength has been imparted 
to it by him in whom is vested, under the Crown, the highest ecclesiastical patronage 
in the realm ? 


Has a bishop of the Church of England the right to “ visit” his cathedral ; 
in other words, to have a voice, perhaps the chief voice, in its internal arrangements 
and the conduct of its services, not to speak of the general control of its affairs? 
Such is the first question which the process instituted by Archdeacon Phillpotts 
| against the Dean and Chapter of Exeter has recently raised. The rights of capitalar 
bodies have been handed down to them from times when the cathedrals were for the 
most part the absolute property of those monastic orders to which they owed their 
first foundation. And even to the present day the “ chapter” of a diocese, in the 
control of its chief church, enjoys a large amount of independence. By the decision 
| of Mr. Justice Keating, the Assessor of Bishop Temple, sitting as Visitor of the Dean 
iT and Chapter in Exeter Cathedral, it has been adjudged that the bishop, where any 
ai || illegality has been committed, has as much right to interfere in a cathedral as in any 

i other of the churches of his diocese. W hether the sculptured figures on the reredos 
it at Exeter are themselves illegal, is a question not as yet decided. It may seem @ 
a trifling matter whether such figures should or should not be permitted in a church ; 
| _ but whilst, in contending for ornamentation of this kind, it is always made out to 
ey | | be a trifle, we must not forget that any sanction obtained for similar practices in- 
| : variably becomes, in Ritualistic estimation, a triumph of importance. That which 
cing “Catholic” doctrine when actually foisted on the Church. Hence we anticipate no y 
i concession or compromise on either side in this conflict. “ oe 
Episcopal utterances have of-tate been numerous ; bation the great questions 
on which divide the Church they have too often tended not to guide, but to bewilder 
ni) and perplex. The diversity of sentiment to be found amongst them on these all- 
ri important topics has been a difficulty with those who look to them as the expressions 
tb of authoritative sentiment. It is satisfactory, however, that some of these declara- 
a tions of opinion are, in themselves, clear and definite enough. The Bishop of 
Th Gloucester regards, as the greatest possible danger to the Church of England, the 
Lot disposition to return to those errors and superstitions of the mediseval age which it 


tf was thought we had forsaken three centuries ago. The Archbishop of York, in reply 
y)  . to the resolutions passed at the great anti-Ritualistic meeting held in the chief city 
| of his diocese, avows his belief that the system of the Church of England directly 
yt discourages the practice of private confession toa priest. Distinctly he enunciates 


the principle that it is the privilege of Christians to carry their confessions of sin 

directly to the throne of God himself ; and he asserts that the Church has carefully, 

“im successive revisions of her formularies,” weeded out every expression tending in 

the contrary direction. The language of the Bishop of Exeter is scarcely less decided, 
He avows his deep regret that many clergy of the Church should use their position 
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to teach what the Church itself does not, and should set such an example of wilful 
disobedience to the decisions of the courts ; and enlarges specially on the misehiefs, 
social and religious, which would certainly follow in the train of auricular confession. 
By the side of these deliverances, those of the Bishops of Carlisle, Chichester, and 
Winchester read like the utterances of men whose minds are blinded to the dangers 
which now environ and assail the Church. The Bishop of Chichester believes that it is 
the daty of every clergyman, when required, both to hear the confessions of a peni- 
tent and to grant him absolution. The Bishop of Winchester does not hesitate to 
say that he fears far more lest the clergy should abate, than that they should 
exaggerate, the just pretensions of their office. And thisin the teeth of notorious 
facts which prove that all the peri] in these matters lies in the contrary direction ! 


It is impossible for any Christian to contemplate without heartfelt sympathy 
such a religious awakening as that now going on in the metropolis of Scotland. 
Thousands of persons, of all ages, of all degrees of education, and of every rank in 
life, have, for weeks past, every evening and at almost all hours of the day, in deep — 
anxiety for their individual salvation, thronged the various churches and public halls 
of Edinburgh, to listen to the simple, fervent preaching of the Gospel, and the 
closest personal appeals to all present to receive with joy the grace that is in Jesus 
Christ. Never, in that ancient city, has there been a religious feeling aroused at 
once so widespread and intense. Ministers of every denomination bear witness to. 
it, and regard it as the special work of God. Our American brethren from Chicago. 
(Messrs. Moody and Sankey) have, as is known, taken the direction of this great 
movement, but their visit to the North was preceded by a spirit of prayer in aluwwst 
all the churches, and the expectation of a special blessifig from on high. There has 
been no undue or spasmodic excitement at the meetings being held, nor any efforts 
to produce it. A deep, calm, solemn spirit—-earnest, anxious, and devout — has per- 
vaded these immense: assemblies, Multitudes at the meetings for inquirers have 
exclaimed, as in apostolic times, “What must we do to be saved?” and of these 
large numbers have found peace in believing on the only Saviour. Of the permanent 
results of this awakening it would, of course, be as yet premature to judge ; but if 
_ the work be divine, as we cannot but believe it is, it will abide the test of trial and 
of time. “Other northern towns, including Newoustle and Carlisle, have parteken in 
this great and stirring movement, which now appears to be extending to Glasgow 
and other Soottish cities. 


At length the question of the Bishopric of Madagascar has been settled. The 
Government having declined to give any sanction to the scheme, the Society for: the 
Propagation of the Gospel have taken the affair into their own hands, have selected 
the Vicar of Landkey, in Devonshire, and have applied to the Primus of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church to perform the act of consecration. Ourious questions, both of 
law and practice, have been raised by this procedure. The Primate of England, it 
would seem, cannot act in the designation of the new bishop, inasmuch as the latter 
is not officially recognized as a prelate of the Charch of England. Neither does the 
new bishop take any oath of obedience to the Metropolitan, but simply makes a 
declaration that he will regard his precepts with reverence until he himself is placed 
under some more definite authority. He is, in fact, for the present, considered in 
the light of the independent missionary bisbop of voluntary church. 


1 


\. 


) 
| 


te 


36 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. {February 2. 1876 


im all sections of the Church, and fervent have been the supplications which have 


ascended to the throne of the Most High. The meetings in every part of London 
have been well attended, and the prayers for special objects in connection with the 
progress of the Saviouf’s kingdom have been definite, pointed, and characterized 
alike by simplicity and faith. May we not expect that, in answer to the petitions of 
His believing servants, an abundant outpouring of the Spirit of God may, during the 
coming year, bless the churches of our beloved native country, and make them a 
blessing to the entire population of the land ? 


The uncertainty of the tenure by which Marshal MacMahon holds, in France, 
his position of supreme authority, is strikingly shown by the recent crisis in his 
Cabinet, occurring as it did when on the eve of a despotic triumph over the muni- 
cipal rights and liberties of Frenchmen. By the union of the two extreme parties 
in the Chamber, his Government was placed in a minority when least expected ; 
and although the difficulty has been tided over for the time, and a vote of confidence 
obtained, it is obvious that, at any moment, the same position may recur. The 
President would seem to be entering on a course of political reaction—a course in 
which he has the concurrence of his Ministers, but which must sooner or later be 
fatal to his power. So long as they persevere in dis trusting the nation, endeavouring 
to abridge its liberties, and repressing the free utterance of its political ideas, so long 
will they be constantly exposed to the danger which, of all others, they profess to 
dread—that of revolution. | 

The second session of the Synod of the French Reformed Church has now con- 
firmed the legislation of the first, by insisting on the adhesion of every candidate for 
the ministry to the Evangelical Confession of Faith, as resolved upon in 1872. The 
right of the Synod thus to make laws for the Church, as regards alike doctrine, disci- 
pline, and organization, has been sanctioned by a judicial decision of the Council of 
State, whereby the Synod is recognized as the supreme court and tribunal of the 
Church. No doubt the action of that body, in this second session, has been much 
facilitated by the entire absence from its counsels of the “ Liberal” or Rationalistic 
party. But the hopes of the Orthodox for the future of the Church rest in great 
measure on the fact that the impending elections to the consistories will be made, 
under Government authority, upon the basis of the new electoral regulations adopted 
by the Synod, whereby a declaration of adhesion to the Reformed Church and to 
revealed truth as contained in the Scriptures is required of the voter. The struggle, 
however, is not yet conclited. The uncertain prospects of the Government of 
#rance, the unsettled state of parties in that couniry, and the social position and 
influence of the Rationalist leaders, may tend almost indefinitely to prolong the con- 
flict, and even to promote attempts to obtain the repeal of present ecclesiastical leyis- 
lation, But come what may, the Evangelical section of the Church have done their 
best to purify it from the teachings of the men who, whilst receiving its honours and 
emoluments, labour to subvert its fundamental doctrines and to destroy the basis on 
which it was originally built. | 


The true character of recent Prussian legislation in relation to the Church of 
Rome seems in many quarters to be imperfectly apprehended, even by Protestants 
themselves, The relations between Church and State in Prussia not being clearly 
understood, the policy of Prince Bismarck towards the Ultramontanes appears to 
many to.assume a repressive, if not a persecuting aspect. It is, in fact, a policy of 


self-defence alone. By the decree of Papal infallibility, and the propositions of the 


Syllabus of 1864, the Church of Rome assumed towards the states of Furope a posi- 
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tion incompatible with their independent and national existence. The universal 
supremacy of that Chirch was, in point of fact, asserted. Nor was this audacious 
claim confined to matters spiritual, or even to states professing the Roman Catholic 
religion. All laws and all Governments were, in reality, to be subject to the approval 
of the Pope. An imperium in imperio was set up, before the authority of which 
rulers and subjects were alike compelled to bow. Such pretensions might safely 
be ignored in countries where the Romish clergy were but few, and the Romish 
Church unconnected with the State. Very different from this, however, is the 
condition of things in Prussia, where the Romanists are numerous, and their clergy 
state functionaries, possessing, in addition to their spiritual influence, the prestige 
derived from an official and recognized position. It soon became manifest that if, 
under such circumstances, self-government were permitted to the Church of Rome, 
it would immediately come into violent collision with the civil power. Hence the 
liberty accorded to it by the Constitution—its power of self-development and its 
freedom to conduct its own affairs—was modified by an enactment providing that the 
Church should remain subject to the laws and the legally-ordered oversight of the 
State. Against this the Romish Church rebelled, and hence the conflict now raging with 
such force in Prussia. The so-called “Catholic” Church is not willing to be subject 
to the civil law. She claims superiority to all Governmenta, and to be tie judge of 
what laws she will, and what enactments she will not obey. At the same time, she 
claims to wield absolute power over the consciences and lives of her own adherents, 
and to have her spirituslanxthem as enforced by temporal authority. To this claim 
the Falk laws present a determined and effectual resistance. No temporal con- 
sequences can result to persons visited with Church censure or excommunication. 
For spiritual offences spiritual penalties alone can be imposed. Priests, especially in 
cases wherein their obedience to the law has exposed them to the displeasure of their 
ecclesiastical superiors, are protected from unjust treatment at their hands by a right 
of appeal to the Royal Court of Prussia ; whilst the laity are protected in their persons, 
property, and honour from the tyranny of priests. The principle which underlies these 
laws, if recognized in medisval times, would have nipped all persecution in the bud. 
Other laws to which strong exception has been taken are those regulating the educa- 
Aion and appointment of the clergy, and providing for the liberty of the people at 
any time to leave the Church, and to claim exemption from tae fiscal burdens or 
church taxes raised for its support. As regards the first of these, all priests hereafter 
to be appointed must be German citizens, and be trained in one of the Univer sities 
of Prussia. As regards the second, all coercion is abolished, and it is no longer obli- 
gatory (as once it was) on every citizen to be a member of one or other of the Esta- 
blished Churches of the land. But the most vivleut hostility has been excited by the 
Civil Marriage Law and the new laws for the civil registration both of births aud 
deaths. It is by these that.the clergy will be shorn of that power which, by their 
intervention in every important affair of social and domestic life, they formerly 
possessed ; and the future emancipation of the Roman Catholic people of Prussia 
from this yoke of bondage naturally arouses in the priests the strongest indignation. 
The violent attacks made on Prince Bismarck in the Prussian Parliament, and the 
charges brought against him of willingness to cede to France some portion of the 
territory, show the unscrupulous hostility of the Ultramontanes, and their 
determination, if possible, to destroy the,prestige and power of the Minister. No. 
charge that can be made against a statesman is calculated to excite such odium as 
that of undue subserviency to « foreign power, especially in matters vitally affecting 
the integrity and honour of the country. 
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ment and the clerical party is clearly shown when such tmpatations against such « 
man, and resting om so slight foundation, can be thus boldly and publicly mate. 
The lofty tone in which the Prussian Premier repelled theese calamnies and the warn- 
if igs addressed by him to his calamniators show the energy and resolution of the man. 
; With him there is no succumbing, no retreat, no concenston to his foes. The Prince 
oven “ glorics” in the hatred of these whom his policy (patriotic, as he believes 
it, to the utmost,) has roused to deadly opposition. Whatever may be said by 
: @wme men of the principles and career of M. Bismarck, one thing is cortain—that 
,3) German interests and German honoer have ever been the chief objects of his policy. 


The announcement that Pius rm. has prepared a ball, altering the forms to be 
- ebserved at the next election of a Pope by the Sacred Conclave, and the publication 
of this document by tae Cologne (anette, has created the most intense excitement on 
the Continent. Notwithstanding the denials of the Ultramentane journals, the 
mew bull, Apostolica Sedis Munus, is believed to be authentic. It sets forth that it 
is the chief duty of the “Holy See” to provide for the present and future safety of 
the same, especially at the present time, when daring enemies leave nothing untried 
te impede the free exercise of Papal authority. Even now, says the bull, they may 
be devising means either for preventing the election of a Pontiff, or for securing the 
elevation to the chair of a man who would be but an instrument to farther their 
evil intentions. Following the example of Pius vi., the Pope hereby provides for 
the speedy and free election of a new Roman Pontiff after his demise ; and he, there- 
fore, proprio motu, repeals not only the laws which ordain that the election of the 
new Pontiff is to be made at the place where the late Pontiff has departed this life, 
but also the laws concerning the ceremonials and customs which im former times have 
been observed on such occasions. The cardinals are also liberated from their obliga- 
tion not to discuss during the lifetime of the Pope matters pertaining to the choice 
of his succemor ; and they are accordingly permitted to consider the most notable 
weans of properly hastening their decision. They may discuss all that relates to the 
&xing of the day for the election ; and if there should be any impediment to the 
holding of the Congregation of Cardinals in Rome, as is anticipated, it may be con- 
-vened in the principality of Monaco, in a French city, or even im the island of 
Malta. Meetings, however, must not be held during the lifetime of the Pope to de — 
. ‘liberate respecting the person to be next elected to the Papal chair. The bull ends 
Hu with a quotation from that of Pius v1., which exhorts the cardinals im the present 
z r great danger and tribulation of the Church to subordimate personal considerations to 
aL 4 the honour of God and the will of the Charch, and to see that St. Peter's bark, now 


| It was certainly remarkable that, only a few hours after Seiior Oastelar, in his 
i: message to the Spanish Cortes, had declared that military “ pronunciamentes ” could 
Ft no more be allowed in Spain, the General commanding at Madrid should have 
expelled by force the members of the Chamber from their seats! That this step, 
however, was not taken in the interests of Castelar himself, is clearly shown by the 
result. The policy of Marshal Serrano is of a very different type. Though nomi- 
nally raised to power in the name of the Republic, the princijiles of the mew Dictator 
would of themselves tend to the restoration ef monarchy, and to intrigues for the 
elevation of Alphonse to the throne. Few will regret, on its own account, the 
-dissulution of an unpatriotic and factious Parliament.; but this coup d'éet leaves the 
Suture prospects of Spain as uncertain and .as gloomy as before. The redaction of 
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Carthagena, however, removes one festering sore from the bedy politic; and, by 
liperating the treops so long required for the siege, strengthens the forces at the 

disposal of the Government for offensive operations against the Carlists in the North. 

The Pretender is aware of this, and his leaders are 


the last month will teach wisdom to the Spanish Chamber, or whether factions will 
continue to ride rampant over its decisions, time alone can show. — 


— — 


THE VATICAN COUNCIL AND THE NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


BY THE REV. PHILIP SCHAFF, D.D., 

PROFESSOR IN THE UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, BREW YORK. 
Tue sixth General Conference of the Evangelical Alliance was to be held in New 
York before the Vatican Council had concluded its labours in Rome ; but the Franco 
German war, which broke up the Council, caused a postponement of the Conference, 
and three years passed away, till it finally convened in the metropolis of the West. 
Both are now matters of history, and challenge a comparison as to their character, 
aim, and effect. The Council may, indeed, at any time be convoked again, like its 
predecessor at Trent, which was twice interrupted ; but this is not likely in the pre- 
sent crippled condition ef the Papacy, and in amy case a council could be hereafter 
only an unmeaning formality to give solemnity to additional proclamations of the 
infallible Pope. 

The Vatican Council is the nineteenth and probably the last in the series of 
@cumenical councils which began at Nicms, in 325, althongh its @onmenical character 
is recognized only by the Churchof Rome, which claims to be identical with the Holy 
Catholic Church of Christ. The October meeting in New York is the sixth of the 
General Conferences of the Evangelical Alliance sinee its formation at London, in 
1846, The Council was intensely Romish, more so than any of its predecessors, and 
resulted in an utter defeat of Liberal Catholicism; the Conference was just as de 
cidedly Evangelical, and ended in a closer unien of Protestants from different lands 
and nations, The Conncil was commanded by the Pope and claimed legislative 
authority for all time to come; the Conference was a voluntary assembly, relying 
solely on the moral power of truth, The Council was composed of bishops under the 
control of the Pope and his cardinals, the lower clergy and the people being entirely 
excluded ; the Conference embraced ministers and laymen, divines, scholars, and 
philanthropists, all meeting aa Christian brethren, without regurd to rank and posi- 
tion. The Council held its deliberations within closed doors and in a dead language ; 
the Conference was open to all, and spoke in the living language of the people. The 
Council lasted ten months, and discussed the one question of Papal infallibility, against 
the remonstrance of its ablest diyines, who considered it unwise and inopportune ; 
the Conference lasted only ten days, and shed light over many of the most important 
_ theological and religious topics of the age—such as the state of Christendom, Christian 
union, Christianity and infidelity, Protestantism and Romanism, Christian life, foreign 
and domestic missions, Church and State, Christianity and philanthropy. The — 
Council made a magnificent hierarchical and ceremonial show, such as even St, Peter's 
Cathedral in Rome never saw befare or is ever 
met in unostentatious simplicity, and appealed to the intelligence heart. 

gain ; the Conference attracted erowds of intelligent hearers, from all parts of the 
country, which filled several halls and churches to overflowing from morning till 

night, and listened with closest attention to solid addresses on serions topic. The 
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tion ere this new army can be brought against them. Whether the experience of 
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Council exhibited an outward unity at the expense of national independence and 
personal responsibility ; the Conference manifested a spiritual unity in great variety 
of creeds, organizations, and modes of worship, according to ite motto: “ In neces- 
sariis unitas, in dubiis libertas, in omnibas carites.” The Council suppressed every 
free utterance, and declared war on modern civilization and progress ; the Conference 
gave full scope to differences of opinion within the limits of essential orthodoxy, and 
aimed to reconcile faith with reason, revelation with science, authority with freedom. 
The Council proclaimed (notwithstanding the negative vote of eighty-eight of its 
ablest members) the absolute sovereignty and personal infallibility of the Pope— 
though he be a theological ignoramus like Pius 1x., who is said to be unable to read 
the Bible in Greek and Hebrew, or a moral monster like Alexander vi. and 
y Jobn xx, or a notorious heretic like Honorius, who was anathematized by an 
Hi cecumenical council and several popes ; the Conference held up the sole headship of 
| Christ, who needs no vicar, being ever present with his people, and the infallibility 

of the Bible, as the only rule of the Christian faith and practice. The Council 

fastened new chains on the conscience, and imposed a new article of faith, on pain of 

eternal damnation ; the Conference, like the apostolic synod at Jerusalem, which 
4 refused to put “a yoke on the neck of the disciples,” maintained the liberty where- 
with Christ has made us free, and proclaimed the principles of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, that we are saved not by good works, not by the charch, not by the sacraments 


‘: but solely “by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,” as apprehended by a living faith. 
: The Council turned its face backward to the Middle Ages ; the Conference forward 
truly say, “Iam the tradition,” “I am the Church ;” the Conference ended, as it 


began, with the glorification of Christ as the only Mediator between God and man, 
and the only and all-sufficient Saviour of the human race. 
And what is the effect of these two antagonistic meetings? In one respect, of 
. course, the Council was a far more important event, and marks a new epoch in the 
history of Romanism. It settled once and for ever the vexed question of authority 
a and the proper seat of infallibility, about which even the Roman Church had been 
divided for centuries, It killed Gallicanism and Liberal Catholicism, and raised 
Ultramontanism and Jesuitism to absolute and exclusive power. The Conference a 
never claimed any legislative authority and passed no resolution of a dogmatic or dis- 
ciplivary character. | 
But the gain which the Council brought to Rome in the way of greater outward 
consolidation is a loss in spiritual power and may yet prove the beginning of its down- 
4 fall. The Council has destroyed the independent episcopate ; it has converted a his- 
| torical lie into a binding article of faith ; it has called forth the Old Catholic secession- 
headed by several of the first Catholic divines and scholars, and spreading in all parts 
of Germany and Switzerland ; it has, by its astounding medimval pretensions, pro- 
Be id voked a dangerous conflict with all independent civil governments, which may yet 
| involve Europe in a new religious war and end in a disgraceful defeat of Popery. It 
y was a significant, perhaps prophetic omen, that the act by which the Pope, on the 
1H memorable 18th of July, 1870, proclaimed to the world the decree of his own infalli- 
q bility, was accompanied by claps of thunder and flashes of lightning, and soon fol- 
i 


to the Millennium. The Council ended in a glorification of the Pope, who can now 


lowed by the furies of war, which prostrated the first Catholic power to the very dust 
and deprived the Pope of his temporal throne. Ever since he has been mourning 3 
and complaining over the terrible troubles and persecutions of the Church. What » 
contrast between the hopeful tone of the Encyclical of June 29, 1868, which con- 
voked the Vatican Council, that was to crush the power of infidelity, to settle all 
difficulties, and to become a feast of the general reconciliation of divided Christen- 
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dom (hence the special invitation to the Orientals and Protestants), and the despond- 
ing tone of the last Encyclical of the same Pope, dated November 21, 1873, which 
curses the Old Catholics, denounces Italy and the German empire, and declares that, 
so overwhelming tre the troubles and sorrows which have of late years come upon the 
Church and the Holy See, “ that death itself seems better than life amid such storms.” 
Of the General Conference we have seen, so far, only godd results and healthful 
effects, It has demonstrated the power of concentrated Evangelical Protestantism, 
exhibited its spiritual unity amid diversity, increased faith, hope, and love, and given 
encouragement to every good Christian work. There is not a delegate who did not 
return home refreshed and invigorated. The echo comes back to us from every land 
of Europe, in reports of public meetings, newspapers, in sermons and private letters— 
all overflowing with joy and gratitude over the happy influence of the meeting and 
_ the generous hospitality of the American people. The Spirit of God took hold of the 
Conference, subdued and mellowed all differences, and made it a means for the 
advancement of peace and harmony among the followers of Christ of every name and 
every land. It isa sure pledge of greater things which God will accomplish in his 
own good time, when there will be but one flock under one Shepherd. 


FRANCE. 

Christian men and true patriots.” Then to 
| Father Martial himself he gave the Bible with 
graceful and energetic words. Other priests 
are individually looking over the Swiss fron- 
tier admiringly, and come are joining—among 
others, a bishop in partibus. 

PARTIZAN POLICY. 

«In France, the Ministry is seeking, by the 
thorough modification of the departmental 
authorities—the prefects, sub-prefects, and 
their subalterns—by a new law on the ap- 


[From our own Correspondent.} 
January 17, 1874. 
THE OLD CATHOLICS AT GENEVA. 
' Geneva has opened the year by the instal- 
lation of -curés of the National 


in the parishes of Chéne, Carouge, 
and Lancy. It is refreshing to see the Bible 
restored as the basis of their teaching, and 

ed to each by his parishioners, Father 
Hyacinthe presented two of these priests to 


their respective churches, and Curé Hurtault, 
the third. Mass was eaid in French, and the 
people were addressed from the pulpit. Father 
Martial said he had “a-deuble-halo” around 
his brow——“ the election of the people of Ca- 
rouge, and the excommunication of the Va- 
tican !” Applause was with difficulty hushed. 
The President of the Parish Council,-M. Ga- 
vard, clesed his inauguration speech with the 
following words: “The curé elect whom we 
present to you deserves our esteem and affec- 
tion. He comes with the words of peace, love, 
charity ; he will teach us the Word of God 
in a accessible to us all ; he will 
defend the sacredness of marriage, which will 
not be forbidden him as if it were a crime ; 
he will not look upon confession as an im- 
moral and abusive act, but as the outpouring 
of an afflicted and undecided soul into a more 
enlightened and one, and into 
the bosom of a pardoning God: Under his 
guidance our children will become really 


/ 


pointment of mayors, and by another for elec- ch. 
toral reform, to bécome master of the elections. ‘ 
The country is agitated by the constant ac- 
tion of the various monarchical parties, and 
the seven years presidency is expected to be 
but an interregnum-—a time for each to seek 
to secure the Government of its choice ! The 
elections of deputies continue to strengthen — 


tion of the Reformed Church, and postponed 
the triennial elections until the second week 


Catholic Church, two of whom are 
| 
the Republican tendency. ' 
THE REFORMED CHURCH. 
The Government has understood the posi- 
in April, in order that “the necessary mea- 
sures for the religious conditions of these 
elections should be placed in time before the 
and that they be used in revising the parish 
registers in view of the approaching elections.” 
The conditions are thus worded by the 
Synod : “Shall be inscribed or maintained on 
the parish register, on their request, those 
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cause of Christ and of his Gospel bears us 
up; and in this confidence we desire to go 
forward. 

That our enterprise is an arduous one we 
fally recognize. This, dur beloved land, is 
either, on the one hand, bound in the iron 
 fetters of Papal intolerance, or on the other 
hand, wearied with so great a bondage, has 
cast off all religion, and shakes the head in- 
credulously when we speak to it of salvation. 
Poor country! great is thy misfortune. In 
the Gospel alone ‘is salvation to be found. 
This is what thou hast need of ; of all other 


Suffer us, dear Christian friends, thus to 
pour ont our soul to you. In the preceding 
words we faithfully interpret what this young 
society longs for—that our beloved Spain 
may hear the voice divine, and believe in 
Jesus Christ. But we feel it incumbent on us 
to go forward ; and this, indeed, we are trying 
to do. We have been sorely hindered by many 
difficulties, some of them coming from our 
own members, who, perhaps without actually 
wishing it, almoet wrought our destruction by 
the exclusive spirit which they sought to 
impress on our constitution and rules. Bat 
these difficulties have been overcome, and we. 
have been able to take possession of an ad- 
vanced post in the evangelical movement in 
Madrid. We have ventured, in faith, to 
establish ourselves in what was once the 
great school of St. Ignatius Loyola, in the 
Calle Leganitos, No. 4. This place, from its 
central position, makes it, as we have said, 
the advanced post of the Protestant camp in 
the Spanish capital. We cannot but think 
that there is a peculiar suitableness in the 
oceupation of such a position by the Pro- 
testant youpg men of Madrid, being, as we 
are (though a small band), thoroughly united, 
and having a formal constitution which we 
can present to the public. 

Our great aim is, in the first place, to seek 
out end gather round us the young men of 
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the various Protestant those 
who are not ashamed of the Cross of Christ ; 
and, in the second place, to attract the many 
young men who are going about saying, 
“Who will show us any good?” and who 
will come more readily to a lecture-ball or 
a discussion thin to a chapel. Our work 
and programme include discussions (prin- 
by scientific and literary subjects) ; public 
“readings” of instructive and interesting - 
books ; a class for the study of the Romish 


controversy ; and lastly, evening classes for . 


adults. 

Is it possible for us to accomplish all that 
we have set before us? We are poor and 
feeble, but we thank God for having made us 
feel our weakness, and for leading us to rely 
on his strength. Our project of work cannot 
be accused of rashness, for not only have we 
Almighty strength to bear us up, but we 
confidently trust that you will come to our 
help, and enable us to go forward and carry 
out the great work that God has set before — 
us. Ob, yes! Christian brethren, we are 
sure you will not fail us. We have the same 
God, the same Saviour and leader. Our cause 
is your case. It is Christ’s cause ; and how 
can you refuse to us that which you really 
owe to Him? 

Christian young men of Great Britain— 
ye who are so well trained in these glorious 
contests! your brethren of this association, 
recently begun in this nation of slaves, expect 
and plead for a share in your prayers, your | 
sympathy, your counsel, and your support. 


Do not leave us unaided when thus small and 


feeble, you who have such giant arms in 
which to bear us up. Would that you could 
come to make our acquaintance, and we 
yours! As this is impossible, let it be per- 
mitted to us to write you from time to time, 
that you may share our joys and surrows, at 
we, on our part, would desire to take part in 


yours, 
May the blessing, the peace, and the love 


of God be with you all, in Jesus Christ our 


Lord! 
In the name of thé Society, 
(Signed) 
B. Ferwanpez, President. 
Jameson, Secretary. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| i things thou hast abundance. We, along with 
| thee, sought for happiness in the past, and, 
a | after falling almost into despair, now in 
| Jesus Christ we find our all. The Gospel | 
was what we needed, and it is that which | 
thou hast need of. Oh, loved country ! our | 
| i earnest desire is that thou possess what we | 
now enjoy ; and this will be our great aim, | 
a though we should perish in the attempt. 
7 
| 
ey | 
| 
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[From our own Correspondent. } 
——, Prussia, January 21, 1874. 
THE WEEK OF PRAYER. 
The Week of Prayer was again observed | 
in Germany this year as on former occasions. 


Especially in our capital, a decided page | 
is visible. The meetings are better attended | 
every successive year. This time, the great 


building was hardly able to hold the number 
of those who sought admission. The Empress | 


was again present one evening. aes | 


step in advance this year is, that two clergy- 
men, known as decided -Lutherans, were 
ainong those who participated in the exer- | 
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each church, and many strange faces, seldom, 


‘if ever, seen in the churches before, made 


their appearance. In the country, the number 
"of electors was very small ; it was larger in 
the cities. In Berlin, half the number of 
those who had given in their names as electors 
really came to the poll, and those who were 
inscribed as electors were perhaps the tenth 
part of those who could have given their 
names; so that the proportiou of electors who 
actually voted was in truth very small, and 
the result of the election hardly expresses the 
voice of the majority of the nominally Pro- 
testant population. On the other hand, the 


cises. Dr. Wangemann and the Rev. Dissel- believers generally did their duty, and took 
hoff, both leading members of the Lutheran | part in the-elections. So, if in many places 


party, gladly accepted the invitation. It is_ 
a sign that the desire of co-operation among 
believers increases. This is the natural 
result of the growing opposition to all religion 
among the masses of the people, and of the 
feeling that our present legislation is not 
favourable to the cause of the Church. The 
more our Charch Government seems to lean 
to the side of unbelief, the more the friends 
of the Union are drawn away from it and 
towards their .Lutheran fellow-Christians ; 
while this fact, and the dangers to which 


‘THE SYNODAL ELECTIONS. 


they nevertheless were beaten, this gives us 
a sad picture of the state of religion in our 
land. In the country the result was very 
different ; and it is not yet possible fully to 
judge who will have a majority in the Synods 
In Berlin the “ Liberals "—that is, the unbe- 
lievers—almost everywhere ¢arried the day. 
Only in those churches which belong to what 
may be called personal and not geographical 
parishes, and in some few churches which are 
special centres of religious life—as St. Mat- 
thew’s Church—the Christian people cbtained 
a majority. 
THE GERMAN PARLIAMENT. 

The elections for the second German Par- 
liament here took place on the 10th of 
January. On the whole, the result is similar 
to that of the elections for the Prussian Parlia- 
ment, only the social democracy has gained 
more seats. The Ultramontanes have about 
ninety-four seats. The majority is Liberal. 
The Government will, therefore, be able to 
reckon upon decided support in its policy 


eleven, a table was placed in the middle of 
ITALY. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE ITALIAN CHURCH. 


[From our own Correspondent. ] 
Florence, January 15, 1874. 
The fifth General Assembly of the Free 


the measure of affection. among brother- 
Christians, was beantifally 


forced. Twenty-eight deputies from twenty- 
five churches were found to have their man- 
dates in an orderly and acceptable fashion ; 


other ten or twelve churches had not co} — 


formed to rule at the opening of the Assembly 
—+some did so during the course of the pro- 
ceedings—so that their deputies, who were 
present, were sage ype to take part in the 
deliberations, out of courtesy, but not to 
vote, 

The usual changes had taken place during 
the year, several new churches appearing in 
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our Church seems to be exposed, make the 
Prussian Lutherans more moderate. The lay | 
qilement was actively represented at the | 
prayer-meetings. | 
| 
Sunday, the 4th of January, lies behind us. | 
Our churches had father a different aspect 1 
than usual that day. Sunday-schools, where ar 
they meet in the churches, and afternoon ser- : 
vices could not be held that day. . The a. 
morning service was closed earlier than +f 
usual, and was rather thinly attended. At | against Rome. HF : 

in Pisa, The President of the last Assembly, 4 
discourse, on Tuesday forenoon, from John is 
xiii. 34—“ A new commandment I give unto | 
you, That ye love one another; as I have r: 
loved you, that ye also love one another ”—in | 


- 


the Assembly, respectively ; Signori 
Beria and Borgia, Secretary and Vice Secre- 
tary. The Business Committee consisted of 
Signori Conti, Lagomarsino, and Bracchetto. 

The principal featare of Tuesday evening 
was the Treasurer's Report, given in by the 
Rev. John R. M*Dongall, of Florence, who 


and debit side of the account during an hour. 


The total sum raised last year for evangeliza- 


‘tion from all sources reached the noble figure 


of 170,258 francs, or 6,000/. sterling, as nearly 
as possible, at present high rate of exchange, 
and about the same as was contributed last 
year to the Free Church Treasury for the 


same purpose. The unexpected balance 


last year was looked upon as something so 
remarkable, that it would never again be 
paralleled, and would likely remain to be 
spoken of by our children’s children as 
unique and historic in the anmals of this 
evangelistic church. My readers may, there- 

and fervent 
gratitude wh 


had continued to shower down his blessings, 
giving success in the mission-field itself and 
favour with Christian hearts abroad. No 
surer sign could have been afforded of the 
strong hold which this young church had 
taken on the sympathies of Christendom, and 
the practical interest shown everywhere in its 
energetic efforts to promote the kingdom of 
Christ in Italy, through preaching, and col- 
portage, and schools. 

The Treasurer also reported the receipt of 
above 80,000 francs, or nearly 3,000/ ster- 
ling, for the purchase and repair of the 


ig 
g 


| 
46 [February 2, 1874. 
| from various causes. The | 
| whick mark the commencement of any great thet all this money 
‘ Christian gathering at home were then | 
ceeded with. Signori De Michelis and Jabier 
) were chosen President and Vice-President of | 
least are required. 
7 A case of discipline occupied the whole of 
Wednesday forenoon. This matter was dis- 
= entire proceedings of the four days of meeting, 
if with all the charity, ability, and business 
i tact which distinguish the Christian assemblies 
; _of other and more highly-favoured landa A 
brother ed fallen into sin, and caused sean- 
if dal thereby to the good cause; and though 
i} he had done so in good faith, and from an 
were many extenuating circumstances, the As- 
“| sembly unanimously approved of the action of 
a _ the Evangelization Committee, in first suspend- 
oe _ing and then deposing this erring evangelist ; 
nn but when he was brought to a sense of his 
guilt, and acknowledged fully his trespass 
lt . before God and his fellow-workers in the 
| | Lord’s vineyard, there was but one feeling as ~ 
% | to-the path of duty. The whole atmosphere 
‘ was charged with the forgiving and restoring 
¢ affection of the Master, who was besought to 
7) mark out another sphere of yet greater use- 
| fulness in the future for his repentant servant. 
tk i _ Phe Secretary's report formed the theme of 
Wednesday evening”s consideration. It was 
t au able and ‘faithful grouping of all the 
leading facts connected with the various 
Toe _churehes, extracted from the reports of the 
rae) | evangelists, which are shortly to be printed 
in and translated into English, and 
_cirenlated for the information of friends, 
| 7 in the neighbourhood of Santa Croce. The | greatest interest was shown in the state of 
1 church was an old parish one, celebrated in | religion throughout the Union of Churches, 
on Florentine annals, being even mentioned by and the deputies conversed freely as to the 
oii Dante. The flourishing schools, formerly so best methods for carrying the Gospel of the 
8 badly housed, have been established on the | grace of God to the various classes of their 
mh first floor of the old convent ; a depét for | fellow-countrymen. Amid many discourage- 
Tue the wider circulation of Bibles and tracts | ments, it was evident that the hand of the 
! throughout Italy, was shortly to be opened at | Lord was not bound, and that signs and ' 
Bri the principal entrance ; while on the second | wonders were still appearing in many places, 
A and third floors there were twenty-tw® rooms | in the conversion of sinners and the edifying 
hae for evangelist, teachers, ete. The Treasurer, | of the body of Christ. 
Bi! in ‘handing over this building to the Free; On Thursday, rather a peculiar topic was 
‘aa Chureh, and praying that it might be, im all | discussed. This young and vigorous scrip- 


tions of double, aye, treble the number of 
evangelists and evangelistic associations in this 
immense tract of country, with its twenty-five 
millions of ignorant, superstitious, and infidel 
people. There are populous and important 
cities by the dozen where the Gospel flag has 
not been raised and held aloft ; and if brethren 
in Christ cannot agree to walk together, the 
next most incumbent duty—above all, when 
under the very eyes of the Papacy—is to 


long articles in which there is hardly a state- 
ment true in itself or in its application, the 
position of the aggrieved party is not an 


sarily felt, and great grace is required to do 
only what is right before God. 

In this plight, the Free Christian Church 
feels more and more deeply that its “ defence 
is of God ;” that Christians must expect to 
be misunderstood ; that it is their duty to 
suffer, as Christians; and that the counsel 
of friends is the true one, to hold on ina 
' career of well-doing—to be so occupied with 
- Christian work of the right sort, as not to 
have even the material time to attend to 
those that oppose themselves; to have a 
supreme faith and trust in God, and to leave 
the work itself to speak to the consciences 
of men, and thus to live down christianly 


‘the evilepeaking of the adversary.’ Noble 


gs 
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was resolved to grant diplomas to such evan- 


whole question of evangelical schools in 
Italy was then taken up, and the deputies 
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tural organization, dra resolve! The Lord add his blessing upon 
working among Italians, it, and unite all his true disciples in one 
highest welfare, has heart and mind, the wide world over ! 
criticum—nay, even On Thareday evening, « paper by the Rev. 
times, of a rather personal W. 8S. Alexander, of the Boston Board, was 
been drawn up by a the cause of 
effect that no evangelist had spoken earnestly. Trasts were distributed 
controversy with an im reference to this 
denomination, much less in a discussion ensued ee 
He is not to attack, and w be adopted for more thoroughly developing the 
not to reply, but to leave the liberality of the various churches in the direc- 
| The only reply he is to tion of selfsupport. A collection of hymns, 
edification in Clirist. This rule the Assembly by the venerable evangelist, 
not because of any apparent restiveness or | Ferretti, the founder of the Orphan Asylum 
uarrelsomeness of spirit, but because of the | in Florence. Three sets of Communion cups 
many temptations offered to contention in a | and plates were presented by the President, . 
new mission-field. And I have reason to | in the mame of the kind donors, to the | 
believe that this tacit law has been honoured | churches of Leghorn, Florence, and Tarin, 
by observance. in the persons of their evangelists. The es- | 
There is abundance of room for the opera-| tablishment of a fund for widows and 
orphans, as well as for aged and infirm 
evangelists, was thoroughly discussed and | 
of Evangelization 
«ensuing year, composed of seven 
ordinary and five honorary members, was 
The former are Signori 
| ino, De Michelis, Jahier, 
' d Mr. M‘Dougall ; the latter 
labour apart, respecting each other's prin-| are the Rev. Dr. Van Nest, Messrs. Alex- 
ciples, characters, and spheres of labour as | ander, Haskard, Gulick, and Roenneke. It 7 
far as possible. When brethren of one | ee a" 
church step out of their way, however, to | gelists or colporteurs as might find them an 
speak of the affairs of another church, of | usefal for their protection when lqbouring in | 
whose operations they are not only ignorant, | outlying districts, where bigotry and fana- te 
bat positively misinformed, and to~print | ticism prevailed among the authorities or : 
people. 
On Friday morning an interesting con- 4 
easy one. A deep sense of wrong is neces- resolve to forward a loyal address to . 
£ of Italy. The address, drawn 
Signor Gavazzi, was afterwards pre- 3 
by a deputation of the Assembly to | 
pets Pisa, who is also a Senator, | 
was extremely courteous, and ex- 
interest in the work, and his 
= being the medium of forwarding 
so pleasing a communication. | 
showed the high value they set on a y 
Christian up-bringing by remitting the sub- 
ject to a special committee, to examine ani 
x | 
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number of Bible schools in connection with 
the various charches. 

In the evening, Signor Mariani, a young 
converted priest, who has been for rome time — 


under theological training, and who had | 
been carefully examined on all branches in 


for the of the everlasting Gospel, 
and received the right hand of fellowship 


the many churches, societies, and private 
friends who had aided the work of Italian 


evangelization during the last year. Dr. 
early departure to America, where he would 


and supporter of the cause. 

have only noted the leading points of in- 
terest—the President delivered a stirring 
spiritual address, and the Assembly was 
declared closed ; the next meeting to take | 
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the morning by the Committee of Evangeli-- 
zation, was solemnly and publicly set apart. 


Van Nest made a touching reference to his joined 


remain, as he had been in Italy, the friend 
_ for edification. 
All the business being concluded—and I 
gone home to their duties refreshed in spirit 
and strengthened by holier impulses for all 
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place in the city of Turin, and the time to be . 
fixed by the Committee of Evangelization. 
The deputies met again on the Saturday 
morning, but only to re-peruse the minutes 
and adhibit their names, so as to give legality 
to all the decisions. 

I can only add, that a more delightful 
assembly of Christian men I have never had 


the pleasure of attending. Nothing occurred 


to mar the harmony and the brotherly affec- 
from the assembled brethren. Votes of tion of the deputies. 
thanks were then passed by acclamation to 


The whole proceedings were conducted 
with dignity, gravity, and kindliness. I only 
wish that all the Christians of Italy had been 


present throughout these four days, to have 


in the devotional exercises, and heard 
the animated and eloquent addresses delivered. 
Nothing took place or was said which was not 


I am sure that all the brethren must have 


the trials that await them. 


THE MISSION TO THE 
Latakia, Syria, October 27, 1873. 

From the northern extremity of Lebanon 

to the Taurus, extends a line of mountains 

inhabited by a peculiar race called Ansairiyeh, 

and sometimes Nusairiyah, who are altogether 

heathen—worshippers of fire and of the 


Alexandria in 1860, Mr. Lyde com- 


SYRIA. 
ANSAIRIYEH—TURKISH LIBERTY! 


prosecuted the work with zeal, and also with 
much success by these and other missionaries 
sent from time to time- The number of con- 
verts whom the mission has baptized is 
twenty-three—males thirteen and females 
ten—of whom two are dead ; and baptized 
children of some of these, males six and {e- 
males two. 

Until the present year no opposition was met 
with by the missionaries from the local autho- 
rities or Government ; but more than one 
civil official visiting the district had expressed 
approval of the work which was being done 
for the Ansairiyeh by the missionaries, whose 
schools were the only means of education 
accessible to these people. Very great ob- 


the people ; but 


riyeh themselves. Recently, however, the 


in consequence, oppressions and persecutions 
have been suffered by certain of the Ansai- 
riyeh converts to Christianity. 

In May last the Governor of Latakia 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| heavenly bodies, etc.—and who are 
the most degraded and oppressed people in 
the Turkish émpire. | 
1 It ie now about twenty years since mission- | 
ti i ary work was commenced by the Rev. Samuel | 
bee Lyde, w.a..(a Fellow of Cambridge, and % 
is author of “ The Asian Mystery,” etc.), among 
the Ansairiyeh. Mr. Lyde addressed him-_ 
be jt self to his great enterprise in the most self- 
Py + the wild and inhospitable mountains occupied | stacies and diliculues were, indeed, constantly 
eye by these semi-barbarous people. The re- | encountered in attempting to find sccess to 
mainder of his life was entirely devoted to 
, neglected field. Before his death, which took | 
ei mitted his field of labour to the care of two| to arrest the progress of this evangelical 
a American missionaries, just arrived at Latakia, work; and in carrying out this policy, rights, 
oi transferring to them his property in house | civil and religious, have been violated, while, 
- and land at Bahamra, cast of Latakia, and | 
i : making a bequest of sixty pounds per annum | 
Ai These missionaries—Rev. Messrs. Dodds 
| and Beattie—took up the mission to the | Visited an Al 2; lage, in which a 
et} Ansairiyeh ; and the church which sent | prosperous mission-school was in operation, 
De them to Syria (Reformed Presbyterian) has ' and gave orders, to the teacher to close the 
j 


4 

2, 


idding the people 
teachers. The latter was, no doubt, true, for 
two other villages which had previously given 
encouragement to teachers who visited 
them, and in which schools were about to be 
opened, soon after refused the mission-teachers 


soldiers with him, and took up, 
near Bahamra. Almost 


adopted a false and fuolish one ia- 
To this one of the teachers replied, 
that the opposite was the fact ; 
left a bad religion for a good 
which 


hamra are filled with these refugees, and with 
the friends of other converts. Owing to their 
crowded circumstances, and to grief, nearly 
all these people have been sick. They have 
received attention from the Mission Medical 
Department. A little boy, son of one of the 
absent teachers, died after a short illness. The 

. all 


nearly ef the same age; about twenty-eight. 


They were, it appears, all of them pupils under 
Rev. Mr. Lyde, and received Christian educa- 


by the American and English Consuls-General 
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school.” At the same time he sent a written | gion, 
order to the American Consulate to the same | stead. 
effect. He also cuused a paper to be pre-/ that 
pared which he required the chiefs of the that 
not HS or steal. Upon this the soldiers 
guna, the evident intention of 
terrify and intimidate the 
such a petition, at a time 
children were in attendance y they were denied food and 
issi ool, and they replied h all necessaries were provided 
a to send them | I friends; and they were not permitted | 
Accho if they did not sign the had been brought for 
«tha: they were present when to lie, two nights, upon 
EE seat by him to other villages 
: ay the “men were marched to fi 
ly, and under a hot sun; and i> 
were conducted to Damascus, | 
perhaps, continue imprisoned at - 
date. The intention, it is stated, “hs 
is to enrol them as soldiers in the army. at 
entrance. These were the only places in the friends of the 
district under the jurisdiction of the Governor ers to the mission premises in the 
of Latakia where siedewtiedben were labour- | mountains, and their houses were afterwards f 
ing, with the exception of the town of Latakia. broken into and pillaged by the soldiers. Two mn 
But the Ansairiyeh in attendance upon the | large rooms in the Mission building at Ba- | 
large mission-school in Latakia are mostly | “4 
girls brought from a part of the mountains | 
which is under the Government of Jebili, in | 
which district also Bahamra is sitnated, where | : 
there is a large school for Ansairiyeh boys. | 
A short time ago, the Governor of Jebili | ; 
was removed, and the temporary charge | 
the Je given to the Governor o . 
vol, ssa went to the moun- convalescent. The teachers sent away are 4 
> 17) to bring | ton from thes childhood. Their respective 
whom he mentioned by | baptisms, upon their profession of Christianity, A 
demanded being the whole | date back from six to eight years Some years 
number of the male Anssiriyeh converts to | ago they had their names and those of the ‘ 
were in 
eearch by a notorious robber, a man who, it is| At an early date after the imprisonment of 
said, was once condemned to death, but, not | the teachers the case was promptly taken up 
having been seized or found, escaped. The | 
soldiers pretended that the Governor merely | for Syria, who, besides other | 
sent the men a friendly invitation to go to to the Ambassadors at the 
him, that he might make some inquiries about | sarrif of Tripoli, an official 
the schools. Three teachere—Yuseph Jedeed, | Caiamakam of Latakia, in 
Hassan Makhloof, and Selim Khalaefy—went munication from one of the : 
together unsuspectingly, and unaccompanied | on the subject, wrote : 
by the soldiers. The three other converts, and grandfathers were 
from whatever reasons, did not go. On their therefore they are Ansairi | 
first arrival in of the Caiamakam, a | word to mean a religion). He : 
chow of was sande to tha teachers, rights of Christians could be 
but soon they were placed under arrest. They “ They are bound, he said, 
\ 


segs 


9, 1976. 


We do not know to what extent the Am- 
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TURKEY. 
A Constantinople correspondent of the New York Christian Intelligencer states that letters 


have been received from Manisa (the ancient Magnesia), near Smyrna, giving an account 
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men the Ansairiyeh are, and therefore | for the Gospel to this op- 
| of the Ansairiyeh are at 
ye of the attitude of the 
| q 7 rds us, we shall doubtless be 
for the release of the prisoners. 
made by the Church here unto ( 
| brethren, that they may be sustaiz 
| - their trials, and enabled to maintain 
testimony; and that they may soc 
free from the hands of their persecut 
cannot understand God’s ways—the 
; as our ways; nor can we judge arigh 
is best for the interests of His cau 
our own interests: but much wou 
: to depend upon the result of this 
much as regards the prosperity—mul 
work among the Ansairiyeh, W 
the present evils shall be seen or mo 
| have been the means of opening wide 7 in Mode = 
ons. 
| 
| 


2, 1004.) BVANGBLICAL CHRISTENDOM. . 51 


up, and with stones crushed the head of the dead man, and otherwise horribly mutilated the 
body, so much so as to destroy all possibility of recognition. This atrocious deed was done 


The work of Bible revision is going on in several parts of India. New editions 
of the Bengali and Marathi versions have been recently 
part of 


Asso- 
ciation present the following summary of their work: 65 churches, 59 pastors, 20 of whom 
are ordained, 54 school-teachers, 354 baptized during the year, 261 received by letter, 268 
dismissed by letter, 94 died, present membership 6,047, 1,716 pupils in their various 
schools, including 91 young men studying at Rangoon and other stations. Total contributions 
for the year, $9,755. . 

CHINA. 


The Rev. Joha Macintyre (cays the United Presbyterian Missionary Record) 


the midst of the people ; he has travelled far and near among them. “ What,” he asks, 
“has been my work during: the past season! Certainly not that of a pastor. I am not 
yet qualified for that on the score of language. Of an evangelist, then? Well, I hardly ought 
to claim that distinction. I had best write myself a Bible colporteur ; and very proud I 
am of the office. . . . Once at Yenchow Foo, my course was determined. Mr. Lilley, of 
the Bible Seciety {of Scotland], met me with the statement that his work in the distribution 
of the Scriptures I had brought him lay in a reputedly wild part of the province, and 
especially in a very important city on the Grand Canal, which had not yet been visited by 
Dr. Williamson or himeelf. Could I not join him, and spend a month with him? .. . 
‘The offer was one of the most tempting possible ; so I lent- myself, as also my teacher and 
pr cesabemage: Society. Bat let me give you some passing experiences, taken from 

“(i) In Yenchow Foo there was a man who kept « brice-brac shop, stone deaf, and 
possibly on that account studiously inclined. When I saw him he had been « month in 
the possession of the New Testament and the “ Peep of Day ;” when I left him he had 


that time 
its praise, 


y 
places, just such as we have to ask. But the story of Jesus, and the founding of his Church, 
and the building up.of his Chureh, and the warnings and promises to his Church, as given 
in the Gospels, Acta, Ephesians, and Revelation, seemed to come home to-him asa living 
story, which grew the more interesting as he proceeded. The only part he would say he did 
not understand was the figurative language of the Revelation. But the beginning and the 
end of it was intelligible to him, and he was by no means disposed to slight the book. Mr. 
Lilley considers this man tc be one of the most interesting cases he has met. I have often 
thought of him eines, And when I think of such studious, questioning men, I regret there 
are 80 few preachers here to answer them. In our work in the streets we passed his shop 
one day, and there he was in his open shop, the front of which was all door and no window, 
as shops are here, poring over his New Testament, utterly ungpmscious of the ontside world, 
like a man who understood what he was reading, and who was finding great spoil. There 
was no secrecy about his study of the new book, and I have no doubt that the good he got 
he gave forth to many. But this to the Bible Society—where there are mo preschers, how 


has 
followed one of the best ways of mastering the laaguage of China. He has plunged into 


ime had perused the New Testament from Matthew to Revelation, and was great in 
ot 


under cover of darkness. As soon as this desecration of the dead was known, the Turkish 
authorities were informed of it, and a company of policemen was at oace detailed to attend 
the Protestant pastor and his friends to the cemetery, and under this guard the body was 
again sadly and solemnly committed a second time to its resting-place. 
INDIA. 
revising the Telugu Bible. In the extreme south of India, where two versions of the New 
Testament in Malayalim have been used, a committee from various missions has been at 
work for two years in preparing a single version, to take their place. The first two Gospels | 
have been published, and Luke is nearly ecmpleted. 
BURMA. 
home. All the to him, and it set 
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for them to cheapen such works as explain the Scriptures, and leave a copy with 


every New or Old Testament which is sold ! 


“ (2) My next instance is the mandarin of Tsining-chow. This is the largest commer- 
cial city of Shantang, and worthy of the name of a great commercial city. The day after 
we arrived, there seemed to be a little stir in the Yamen, and runners were early at our inn, 
to ask for a copy of our books for the mandarin. The runners, however, brought the 
mandarin’s card in due form, and everything was done according to the highest Chinese 
courtesy. My teacher whispered to me that the man was 4 scholar of the true order, and 
would not likely prove an enemy. So we selected a copy of everything we had—Old 
Testament, New Testament, Mr. Burns’ work, some little story-books—and presented them 
with our compliments, intimating that we had no errand beyond the dissemination of the 
truths taught in these books. Without awaiting an answer, we sallied out to the streeta, 
and had splendid sales, surpassing the best experiences of last year. The conduct of the 
people towards us was beyond all praise. I am sorry to say it was my fault we did not call 
on the mandarin. Had I known what I now know, I should have acted very differently 
In the course of expounding Mencius, only two days ago, my teacher startled 
the words of this same mandarin in favour of the Scriptures. During 
seems my teacher and he met and exchanged ideas, the governor 


our 

and gave of 
harm ; they are good books for 
him i 


Scriptures to this effect : ‘These books can do 
absard to put an 


no 
instruction of the people.’ It seemed, t to 


properly a reading people, though a very honourable proportion of them know letters. Give 
them a moral sentiment aptly put—and especially one from their own classics—and they will 
con it over and air it among the bystanders with marked pleasure. Give them a four-page tract 
to read, and I have seen a lull in the sales while a bystander read it to the crowd. Give 
them a Gospel at a moderate price as compared with their own books, and I have never 
seen any stock that could hold out. I suppose we sold some 3,000 in Tsining-chow, and 


when cur stock was exhausted, the demand was still brisk. ... But give them the New 


Testament in the spoken dialect, and they hang their heads a little. ‘Very cheap,’ they 
say, ‘ but what a thick book ! Why, a year’s labour would not suffice to peruse it.’ I report 
what I have seen 


circumstances, 
glorious field would China be if the Spirit of the Lord were to breathe upon the 
| “I have everywhere found that the person of the colporteur is sacred. On my return 
journey I never was accompanied by my teacher. I rode alone over two hundred miles of 


| the 
way of our di 
own narrow range of vision. As I said before, the people I have seen here are not 
hundreds of times. Such, I fear, is China, high and low ; they are furnished with the 
means of knowing the Scriptures, but they want an awakening,—I should be content even 
with a literary awakening, such as preceded the Reformation in Germany. Therefore, with 
| by foreigners, am but a tyro in a very difficult language, and I declare it again, my person 
| was everywhere sacred ; in fact, we could not so act towards a wandering Chinaman.” 
| AUSTRALIA. 
| I think your readers will like to hear a little about Australian Chinese missions, and 
| ; so, in preference to reading a new book, I will devote an hour to writing you a partial 
resumé of our operations, confining myself, at least in this communication, to the colony of 
| Victoria, which, like New South Wales, contains a very large Chinese population. In 
Victoria we now possess two regularly-accredited Chinese Wesleyan ministers, who stand oa 
the published “ Minutes of Conference ” thus Amongst those ministers who are described 
as having “travelled two years,” is “Leong on Tong ;” and amongst those “received on 
| trial,” stands “James Ah Ling” By a special dispensation, our Chinese ministers are 
in: Ling has just received his bride from Singapore, in the person of a Chinese damsel of 
quality, highly recommended by the Rev. Mr. Cox as a truly converted woman, and a 
f ’ to certain Chinese customs. For example, she does not pay visits, even with her husband, 
: ? unless sent for, and also escorted by the inviters to their residence. Of course no heathen 
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DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR IRELAND. - 


To rae Musnses op run Barvim Awentoan ras 
EvanGenicaL 


4 


be 
more copiously vouchsafed to the ministers and measbers ef Obristian churches, and to all 


labourers for Christ throughout the sister land. 
There is reason to believe that the observance of that day for united prayer by various 


day of special prayer for Ireland this year, and Tuesday, March 17, being St. Patrick’s Day, 
has been suggested as desirable. We cheerfully comply with this request, knowing how 
largely our Christian brethren in that land need to be sustaimed by theeympathy and prayers 
of their fillow-Protestants of all sections gf the Church of Christ. . 
Devoatly acknowledging th and goodness ef Almighty God in bestowing His 
blessing on His people on verious occasions, in answer to their anited supplications, and 


= 


J. 8. Braatwoon, 

H. J. Ropzrrson, E 

A. 8. Cauromuz, | Arruva, 

j Janes Davis, Secretary. 

| PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCHL. 


| 
: Beloved Brethren—We addressed you last year by request of namerous members of 
i this Alliance, inviting you to set bpart « day for special prayer te God for Ireland) In 
if accurdance with the suggestion, meetings were held throughout the United Kingdom, in the 
TE Colonies, and in the United “States of America, on Monday, March the 3 lst, being the day 
oho suggested, when much prayer was offered by Christians of various denominations, “ agreed 
| | Christian denominations not only strengthened and deepened the sympathy felt for our 
s) ) brethren in Ireland, striving by various Christian agencies to promote throughont its borders 
| “pure and undefiled religion,” buat that mach blessing followed, in the increase of faith and 
7 love and united activity for the spread of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
We have been very earnestly requested to repeat the invitation for the observance of a 
7 * mindful of the pressing wants of Ire or and unconditional reading of the Holy 
Scriptures and the preaching of the pure Word of God, the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
am © we affectionately invite you to set apart Tozspay, the 17th of March next, for the offering 
of fervent prayer in your families, in your congregations, and in united assemblies, on behalf 
of Ireland. 
| : “ Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall-agree on earth as touching anything 
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.” 
“ For where two or three are gathered together in my mame, there I am in the midst of 
them.” On bebalf of the Council,” 
| EBURY, President. 
| | Finca, Treasurer. 
| 
he month: seting was held on Rev. Jo 
(tae nesday, January 7th; Jolin Finch, Esq. Rev. Joseph Parker, p». 
) (Treasurer), in the chair. After reading the | Rev. R. L. Armstrong, ma. 
| Scriptures, prayer was offered, and the | PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIAN CONVERTS IX 
| | minutes of the previous meeting were read DAMASCUS. 
and approved. The following persons were| The Secretary reported on the subject-of 
. ery Rev. the Dean of Canterbury. | particulars of the alleged outrage had been 
laid before the Turkish Branch of the Alli- 
Tt . R. Bhinde, Esq. _{ ance in Constantinople, for inquiry. A letter 
‘Rey. H. H. Phelps. had since been received in reply, stating that 
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a resolution had been passed by the Turkish 


=% has now been addressed to 
Her Majesty’s Ambaseador at Constantinople, 
his to to the 


ALS I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient, hamble servant, 
TENTERDEN. 


— 


~ 


~~ 
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claims on the Christian sympathy of the 
members of the Alliance, to whom, therefore, 
the case is earnestly commended ; and seeing 
that a collection has already been set on foot 
by the Hon. Arthur Kinnaird, M.P., it was 
thought desirable that Mr. Matheson, Dr. 
Davis, and the Secretary should confer with 
him with a view to united action being taken 
to raise funds for this object. 
DAY OF SPRCIAL AND UNITED PRAYER FOR 
IRELAND. 
The Secretary reported communications 
from various places to the effect that a day of 


3. 


members of the Evangelical Alli 

Christians generally throughout the 
‘Kingdom, to set apart March 17, 
Patrick’s Day, for united prayer that 
grace and favour may rest increasingly u 
Ireland, and especially upon the efforts 
all Christians there engaged in the work of 


sisting of the President, Hon. Secretaries, 


~ 


Committee authorizing the Rev. George Her- 
rick (their secretary) to write for reliable and 
recent information, with « view to reporting 
on the subject to the Council in London. 
Mr. Davis also reported an interview with | 
Her Majesty's Under-Secretary of State for | 
Foreign Affairs, before whom he had laid the | 
case. The following letter has since been 
received :— 
“ Foreign Office, Dec. 30,1873. | 
“ Sir—With reference to the communica- 
tion that you made to me on the 24th inst., | 
relative to the case of three Christian | special and united prayer should again be 
converts of the Ansairiyeh tribe, who have been observed for Ireland, and suggesting to the 
forcibly enlisted in the Turkish army, I am | Evangelical Alliance to issue a similar invita- 
directed by Earl Granville to inform you tion with this object, for Taesday, March 17, ‘ 
that the matter has from the first occupied | as was issued last year. 
the attention of the British Consul-General | Resolved, “ That the Council, gratified to 
in Syria, and that representations have been | learn from many quarters that the day of prayer 
made, both to the Turkish Governor-General | for Ireland last year was largely observed, and 
at Damascus and by Her Majesty's Ambas-| was accompanied with evidences of the 
sador to the Porte, with the view of procuring | divine blessing, they most cordially comply 
the release of these men. with the request made to them by Christians 
“ According to the latest aceounte received, | 
the Governor-General had announced his | 
intention of having the men brought before | 
him and the Administrative Council for | 
examination as to their religion. 
Porte the earnest hope of Her Majesty's 
Government that orders will at once be given | 
for the liberation of the men, if such direc. | 
tions have not already been sent. promoting ‘pure and undefiled religion’ 
throughout the land.” | 
Council, a favourable opportunity is presented 
— o the Kev, J. Davis, Evangelical Aluance for addressing the members of the Evangelical 4 
9%, 7, Adam Street, Strand. Alliance, and suggesting the desirableness at “tg 
‘THE LATE PROFESSOR PRONIER AND REV. | this time of their making a vigorous effort for | 
ANTONTO CARRABOO. the extension of the Alliance, and the increase 
Communications from the Secretary of the of its influence among Christians throughout # 
American Branch of the Alliance, and from |the United Kingdom. Having heard reed F 
others in Holland and Switeerland, were read, | the draft of an address prepared by their 
calling the attention of this Council, and of | nn 4 
the members generally, to the lamented ——— | 
with Donald Matheson, Eeq., Dr. Davis, j 
the Secretary.” 
THE WEEK OF UNITED PRATER. F 
The Secretary reported that large and in- 
fiuentis! meetings were being held in London | 
and other places, during the Week of United § 
Prayer, and that much larger demands had 
‘been made this year for the circular invita- | 
| tions and subjects for preyer than in any pre- | 
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APPEAL FOR THE FAMILY OF ANTONIO CARRASOO. ) 


Pursuant to resolution of the Council, the| those who have not much of this 
following circular is addressed to members of | goods. It haa, therefore, been considered 
the Alliance, and to Christians generally :—| friends in Geneva, Holland, and 

“ Evangelical Alliance, 7, Adam St. Strand, that an effort should be made in 

London, January 20,1874. | places to _ means adequate 


of them were | that his family are destitute ; and it will be 

the death which | felt that his bereaved widow and their 

their | children have a claim on Christians generally, 

Theo- | and on the members of the Alliance especially, 

Pastor Carrasco, | which we believe has only to be mentioned in 
in Madrid, 


an eminent minister of Christ id, | order to be generously met. 

were among those that found, during that| “Contributions are therefore earnestly in- 
terrible night, an ocean grave. vited, and may be sent to the undersigned, or 
“The Council of the Evangelical Alliance, | to the bankers, Messrs. Ransom and Co., to 
in the name of our fellow-Christians of | the account of the ‘ Carrasco Fund.’ 
different sections of the Church, have ex-| “ The amounts collected will be to the 
pressed to the widows and families our | common fund, and will be invested in the 

cordial sympathy with them in their deep | names of suitable trustees, for the benefit of 
affliction. But more than sympathy is re- the widow and the support and education of 
quired. To the ish of sudden bereave- her children. 

ment was added the sorrow of left, “Hoping to hear from you, we remain, 

totally unprovided for. In the case of the very truly yours, 

family of Professor Pronier, we are gratified to “Jonny Frvcu, 

learn that already, by the Christian liberality “ Treasurer of the Evangelical 

of Swiss friends, a fund has been raised ey ‘ Alliance. 

sufficient, it is thought, to meet the require- “James Davis, 

ments of the case. “ Secretary of the Evangelical 
“But for the widow and three orphan Alliance. 

children of the late Pastor Carrasco no “ DonaLD MaTHeson, 

resources are“avajlable in the land of his “ Hon. Secretary of the Madrid 

birth and devoted labours. His congregation, Evangelical Aid Society.” 

though nutnerous, is yet composed mainly of 


THE WEEK OF UNIVERSAL PRAYER. 


There is reason to believe, from the un-| Gsneva.—“ The meetings duringthe Week 
usually numerous applications for the circular | of United Prayer have just terminated, and 
invitations and correspondence, home and/| truly they have produced favourable im- 
foreign, on the subject of the annual Week | pressions on many present. It appears to us 
of United and Universal Prayer, that its | impossible that we should not see, sooner or 
observance has been larger than in any former | later, blessed results appear, of which already 
year. Copies of the circular had been trans-| there are bright indications. There were 
lated into the languages of the different coun- | meetings every day from one to two o'clock 
tries in which they have been circulated, and | in the Chapelle de la Pelisserie, and at three 
already the accounts received are mest satis- | in the Grand Salle duCasino. In the evening, 
factory and encouraging. It would appear | larger meetings assembled in the Salle de la 
that Christians, during the six days which | Rive Droite, at the Oratoire, in the Temple de 
ushered in the present year, have been drawn | la Madeleine, in the Casino, and at the 
together in holy fellowship, uniting their | Chapelle de Ja Pelisserie. The programme 
supplications for common blessings, of the | which you sent us was strictly followed. One 
greatest need both tothe Church and to the | evening, the vast Salle de la Reformation was 
world. We give afew extracis from com-| crowded. I do not think I exaggerate in 


' munications already received :-— saying that there were more than 3,000 


eB cently held in New York. 
t “Five European delegates were on board and 
[. the steamship Ville du Havre at the time of the 
the fatal collision. Three 
aT at the time appeared inevi 
companions, Professor 
| logical College at Geneva, and 
| | 
tek 
ina 
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Professor De La Harpe, 


Fouruary 2,14) 


persons present. 
Pastor Coulin, and Pare Hyacinthe, of the | 
Reformed Catholic Church, successively spoke 


of the Headship of Christ and the union of 
Christians in Him, as very God and very man, 


and in His redemptive sacrifice. Father Hya- upon 


cinthe was very ailmirable in directing us to 
the future unity, when there would be visibly 
one flock, as there is but one Shepherd. He 
appeared very happy in finding himeelf in 
the midst of such an assembly, as we were in 
having him witheus ; and when I looked upon 


AmsTerDam.— ‘It is indeed most gratifying 
to see the interest taken, in this city, in these 
annual gatherings for prayer at the beginning 
of the year. Two years ago, my church was | 
the only one opened for that purpose in 


selves at the head of the movement. This 
year, again, various churches were placed at 
our di and new names were added to 
the list of those who were ready to take a 
leading part. Some persons, indeed, who 
had never before shown themselves friendly 
to the Evangelical Alliance, nor favourable to 
the idea of a yearly convocation for prayer, 
now not only allowed their names to appear 
ia support of the cause, but also came for- 
ward in person to show their adherence in a 
most decided and noble manner, Perhaps 
the most striking of all in this respect is the 
case of that eminent man among us, the 
Rev. Dr. Kuypar, who, till now, had taken a 
position rather antagonistic to those matters ; 
but this time he most heartily joined in the 
movement, and on the Saturday evening 
presided over one of the meetings, when he 
declared himself in decided accord with the 
proceedings, and gave an address upon ‘ The 
Events of 1873, which was altogether 


magnificent, and had a thrilling effect upon | pra 


the hearers. Another eminent clergyman of 
this city, who had all along expressed himself 
opposed to such concerts for prayer, has ex- 
pressed his regret at not being present. Mr. 
Van Loon, a Christian nobleman, in great 
esteem with us, and a distinguished member 


of Alliance, again threw him- 
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self into the movement, as on former ocve- 


sions, with all his zeal and earnestness. On 
the last evening (Sunday, the 11th) he con- 
ducted the devotional exercises in my church, 


glorious 


Sournrort.—“ Our meetings this year wee 
held in the room of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association, instead of the Town Hall, 
previously used. Ministers and clergy of the 
different denominations were invited, and 
heartily responded. They presided over the 


and spoke in an-able and impressive manner 
‘Christ's Kinglom Universal and 
Everlasting’ There was a large attendance 
at all the meetings, representing all classes of 
| society, from the highest to the lowest ; and 
it was significant that almost on every occa- 
serving as an asylum to this rising eburch, | 
now working out a reform in the heart of EET 
Romanism, I said to myself ‘How gracious has also been observed, and that « : 
and powerful is God! Who could believe seems to have attended the a | 
that He would thus make manifest our union | 5 
with persons who appeared to be so far | be 
separated from us ? To God be all the praise.’” | a oO ti e nei | 
sal prayer, which is sure to bring great and 
HE results to the Church and the | 
to the praise of Him who is the Lord of 
Amsterdam, and there was a very small | heaven and earth.” 
attendance. Last year several churches were) New Yorx.—Communications have just 
set apart for meetings, and a number of clergy- been received of very large and gratifying 
men, as well as of eminent laymen, put them- | meetings in this city and in Brooklyn. Par- 
| tienlars will appear in our next number. ‘ 
| as usual, were beld 
jo at the West-end, in the City, and in | 
| several places in and around the metropolis. ) 
Willi#s Rooms, St. James's, large and 
| devout assemblies met each morning, at which R 
appropriate addresses were given by the Rev. PH 
| C. Dallas Marston, Rev. Dr. Parker, Rev. Dr. hi 
Oswald Dykes, Rev. T. W. Handford, Rev. ia 
| George Despard, and the Rev. E. E. Jenkins. — . 
On Saturday morning Sir Francis Outram i 
gave a brief account of the remarkable reli- i. 
gious awakening which has recently taken . 
place in Edinburgh. In the course of his K, 
observations he said he believed that never 
since the Reformation had a year opened with J 
brighter prospects, from a religious point of 
view, than the year 1874. The largest room 
at the London Tavern was daily filled, some- 
times crowded, with City men of high posi- ff 
tion and Christian worth, who left their places - 
of business to meet for the privilege of united 
er with their neighbours and the family 
God in all lands. § 


t 


eu 


dant answers. We closed with a united 
Communion.” 
Oar united prayer-meet- 


spiritual in their tone, than in any other year. 
Not only so, but the desire manifested iteelf, 


testant charches agreed to have a meeting 
Association Hall. We held our first meeting 


meetings we have ever had in 
this city. I think there is already evidence 
of a spiritual awakening.” | 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BRIGHTON BRANCH. 


The annual meeting was held on Monday 
afternoon, Jan. 12, in the Royal Pavilion ; the 


Earl of Chichester in the chair. There 


attendance, the Banqueting-room being 
well" Bed. The proceedings been 
opened with the of ahymn, and prayer 


The Chairman said : Christian friends, I pre- | 
sume that the greater portion of us who have | 


generally acquainted 
of the 


y my, for my 


own part, that from the first ft had my most | 
sincere sympathy, and from the firet I believed | 


the efforts of this kind of Obristian: union, for 
the purpose of increasing Christian intereourse 
between brethren ‘of different churches, and 
for promoting the came of ‘thetr Saviour, 
must bea work which -God-would own and 


bless. For certain reasons, I did not join the 
Alliance for some years after it was formed ; 


by some distinction of creed or of 
ment, or whatever it may be, it was our 


tive daty, if we believed we were the servants 
of the same Lord, and really members of the 
same Charch of God, to endeavour to hold 
some intercourse with each other, and thet 
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meetings (which were largely attended) daily, | ings have been a zreat success. Every evening 
from twelve to one r.u. The divine presence | the place was filel, and the blessing of the 
was sensibly felt. As a very pleasing and | great Head of the Church was felt. Such 
satisfactory result of these gatherings, | may | meetings cannot but be the means of lasting 

| mention that one of the ministers—« man | good. We closed with an open Communion 

/ highly respected by all parties in this town service.” 
and neighbourhood —volanteered to under- 

} Thursday at the same hour. Our first meet- 
4 ing last Thursday was well attended, and we | priyer. 
| ; are hoping ere long to see gracious answers Keswi.x.—“ We held united meetings this 
| : to the united cries of God's children.” year, as ual, daring the Week of Prayer, 
Batonrow.—“ The Week of Prayer here | taking the eubjects suggested by the Evan- 
| in the Pavilion, and im different of 
' worship. Various clergymen, ministers, and | All the ministers in the parish took part, and 
others took part in the services, There was | a second weekly united prayer-meeting has 
i” united Comaunion, on Saturiay, in one of | been established since in the town, as & con- 
| the churches—a fitting close to the happy | sequence of the Week of Prayer.” 
fellowship which had been enjoyed by| be glad to know 
| Christians throughout the week.” that our meetings this year have been better 
t | Cuxrexnam. —“ Our Week of Prayer has | attended, and been felt by all to be more 
been a great success; the Corn Exchange 
if think, must follow.” growing ou as we in 
i EastTnourns.—“ Our meetings have all | to, the supplications offered during the Week 
ion § been very well attended, and a happy and/of Prayer that we should continue these 
nf united spirit prevailed throughout the week.” | meetings when the week closed. Accordingly, 
if it Heaye Bay.—* 1 am happy to report that | last week a nomber of friends of most Pro- 
| ¢ our meetings have been well attended, and 
| Evangelical Alliance be weary in well-doing.” 

1 | Sroxe-cpon-Trewr.—“ Our united services | to-day at twelve o'clock, and it was not only in 
during the Week of Prayer were gracious | numbers, bat in the realizing assurance of the 
seasons of refreshing, and we look for abun- | presence and grace of God, one of the most 

) bat I always took a great interest in its pro- 

aig” ovedings, and often did I thank God for what 
appeared to me to be the beneficial effect it 
by Pigg both in this land and in other countries. I 
ira a have often felt, my friends, that, as we are sepa 
‘LEE rated more or less in the Protestant churches 
i met on this occasion are 
Evangelical Alliance. I need'on 
ita 
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come. The kindness, the hospitality, the 
brotherly love with which they were wel- 


“Twelf¥e months ago last Tuesday, at the 
breakfast-table of some seven or eight Chris- 
tian brethren, it was suggested by one of the 
number that a Christian conversazione should 
be held, that the friends interested in the 
‘ Week of Prayer’ may have the opportunity 
of meeting for Christian intercourse and 


the Rev. James Davis, Secretary of the Ev=n- 
gelical Alliance, should be invited to be 
present. The success of that meeting is too 
well remembered by many to need 


any 
gratified with the 


EP 
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upon which we act, and the object 
they were before. Nothing can be more en- 
couraging than the manner in which the 
brethren were who went to the| 
t United States—brethren from all parts of the | 
wor who received « most enthusiastic wel- 
ie | 
| held daring the Tuesday 
| three following days will not soon 
| [wee] Nor shall we forget the 
may be sure, of the displeasure of our | liberal which our Mayor and other 
Heavenly Father, thin raring 
1} work in which they were nobly engaged, | carry out the objects 
. their lives should have been taken away, and | And all these gentlemen, from the Earl of 
that their spirits should have been suddenly | Chichester downward, with all the ladies, who 
es) at called unto their Master. With these few | no less cheerfully responded, have the hearty 
it observations | will now sit down, and call upon | thanks of the Council for their great kindness. 
' | | the Rev. J. Wilkins to read the report of the| “The financial results of all this will be 
‘| Association, and I hope he will give us some seen in the balance-sheet, hereunto appended. 
oe | account of what he saw at the American Con- | Other results cover a much wider area, and, 
1 ference. © in the experience of some present, stretches 
: oe The Rev. J. Wilkins then read the follow- | from Brighton to St. Louis, beyond the Mis- 
ing report :— sissippi, and from Toronto to Washington 
ih “ The unusual circumstances connected with | City. 
OEE this branch of the Alliance during the past| “The Council in London, soon after the 
r | year, call for a few lines of public report, | Brighton meeting closed, desirous of showing 
a + such as here given. some token of grateful respect for the recep- 
Lae tion given by the Christian people of Brigh- 
ton, resolved on giving cordial jnvitation to 
hE k the Secretaries to attend the New York Con- 
By ference. Only one of these was able to accept 
e the proffered kindness. He, however, was 
i accompanied by the Rev. R. Hamilton ; and 
rt | these two, with the Rev. J. Davis (who also 
he edification. After some discussion, the sug- | attended the Conference), are here to-day, to 
| gestion was adopted, and it was agreed that | give some little account of that wonderful 
1 ; the Mayor, the ministers of the town, and | gathering of Christians from all parts of the 
world. 
| “ All these events, so far as Brighton is 
in _ concerned, grew out of the Week of Prayer 
| | of last year, and out of the social gathering 
remark. Mr. Davis was so of Christians which followed that week, and 
. spirit of Christian union then evinced, that, | have awakened a wider interest in the Alliance 
tee: on his return to London, he wrote to the | than before existed, which will be seen in the 
| ie Brighton Sectetary, asking if it was not | increase of members shown upon the subecrip- 
; 7: possible, after the late delightful gathering, | tion list, which it is hoped may be further 
iia for the friends of Christian union here to | increased to-day.” 
Pais invite the Evangelical Alliance to hold its|\ The balance-sheet of the Brighton Con- 
annual Conference in the town. ference was then read. ; 


ng in 


The Rev. Robert Hamilton, another of the 


Alliance would be more thoroughly kept in 


James Davis gave some account | view, advocated, and promoted in the great 


address referred to the admirable 
of the eee Conferences held in the | town in which it was their happiness to reside. 
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admira-| of Gospel doctrine and Christian life, and 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
visit to the | Christians of various nations manifesti 


death of Professor | racterized its proceedings throughout. He 


ntonio Carrasco, pas-|concladed by expressing the hope that the 
Ville du Havre, return- | principles and objects of the Evangelical 
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CHRISTIAN CONVERSAZIONE AT 


The next evening a conversazione was held | Christian, who was at 
at the Royal Pavilion at Brighton, in connec- 


~ 


oS the increasing importance and obl 


United States as one of the 


cent Conference in New York, he referred to 
‘tion with the local branch 


= 
on of 
Conference, exr 
common with tk 
de 
y had 

capitals 0 and oO 

in the cause of Sunday-schools, Sabbath | x : 
observance, religious revivals, and the spread | of 

of the Gospel in foreign countries. Having | of 

given some additional particulars of the re- | al 

| 
| 

ministers and members of nea 

tinctive churches of Brighton, | 
ment of Christian fellowship : 
change of Christian thought an 
Bangueting-room, South Dra 

Saloon were engaged for the ¢ 
they, together with the vestibul 

presented a very tasteful appe ' 
to the skill bestowed up 
tion. In the Banqueti 
ings ¢ | 
the re 
Rev. 

oper 

of 

Evan: 

Alliat | 
variot 
Japar 
vals, 
gen 
Rev. | 
the 

Rev 
of Cl 


opposite side to 


in- 
by 


. J. Jeffcoat, Mr. 
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1, 
| Alderman Ireland, and Mr. Marriage Wallis, 


te each of whom, before separating, eondial 
votes of thanks were passed. A similar compli- 
ment was also paid to the Rev. J. Wilkime (the 
local secretary), who has been an indefatigable 
worker im arranging the conversazione, and to 
those who hed kindly put articles on the table, 
The meeting concladed with prayer by the 
Rev. A. Foyster, and the benediction pro- 
nounced by the Rev. J. Wilkias 
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NOTTINGHAM BRANCH. 


to the doctrine of the brotherhood and oneness 
of all true believers in Christ—whatever 
their sectional distinctions—has had its effect 
upon members and ministers of many 
before existed, and a yearning fora completer 
manifestation of union, and more co-operative 
action. 

“United prayer is practised more exten- 


:| sively than it was, especially ia-the-Week of 


Prayer—an observance that has spread over a 
great part of the world, and been followed, in 
many cases, with signal blessing. Our own 
branch has held its customary meetings, which 
heave been occasions for valuable and instruc- 
the Week of Prayer were held in the School- 
rooms connected with Trinity Church and 
Wesley Chapel, in consequence of the Me 
some of the meetings—not ali of them. 
“Great was the loss our branch sustained 
in the death of its late President, Colonel 
Holden. Whilst mourning that less, however, 
dary Brooks has accepted the presidency, and 
Arthur Wells, Eag,, the vice-presidency of 
the Nottingham Branch of the Evangelical 


BCHOES OF THE NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


by no ecclesiastical or civil 


the avowed exposition of that system of reli- 
gious faith which recognises the Trinity in 
Unity of God, and the Atonement by Christ 
as the only ground of salvation. It excluded 
none who did net by their own choice exelude 
themsel ves. 

Among the members from abroad and from 
our own country, were men of the highest 
standing in the Charch for their learning, 
talents, and worth—men who illustrate 
Christianity by their lives, and give dignity 
and value to amy assembly in which they 
sit. Compared with the Councils of; the 
Church in former ages, ani with us 
Conferences of the Evangelical Alliance, this, 
Conference in New York exceedg them in its 
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62 
was the last speaker, and he humorously 
said, as the counsel on the 
) Mr. Figgis, that if the Christian tradesman 
he hed duties, Obristian purchasers also had | 
iin their duties. The above addresses 
. at the harmonium, which had been 
; Mr. Farrant for the occasion. Much of the 
success of the gathering is due to the Hon. 
Sees, Mr. W. Hamilton, Mri 
1 The following isan extrect from the I 
of the Nottinghem Branch of 
read at its recent annual ey 
“At no former period has 
stood higher in public esti 
mnch misconception, h 
misre presentatrerit bas 
tical animesities, local 
} oe narrowness, and secterian jealousy and bigotry 
| i it has to bear up against wind, and tide, and 
storm : foreaken by some and ridiculed by 
a others, it has yet held on its course, ‘ bearing 
; oe all things, hoping all things, enduring all 
ii things ;’ cherishing and manifesting the 
charity that ‘never faileth.’ And now it has 
17 the coumtenunece of some of the closest ob- 
1 at servers and most accurate thinkers, as well 
i | as some of the highest dignitaries of both 
untries of Haro; many of 
ia, eome parts of Africa, all 
| ' missionary stations of Aus- 
} and throughoat North 
4 of the Alliance in 
me: and the inviolability 
i | w eonserence, is felt and acknowledged. Reli- 
gious ‘despotism amd petsecution, as well as 
their own. 
i § “The prominence which the Alliance gives 
ay 
; AN AMERICAN ESTIMATE OF THE CONFERENCE. 
| Es The great Conference of the Evangelical 
113 Alliance is closed. Its members have re- 
=e turned to theie reapective fields of useful- 
4) ness, and the most remarkable religious 
Tie convention that the world ever saw is now 
Lie part of the history of the Church of God. } 
. i It has this distinction among all former 
f” Councils in Christendom, that it was called 
tte that it 
(tt claimed no authority to interpret or assert 
| mE: dogmatic opinion ; that it was a representative 
Re body of these men whe hold to certain funda- 
| a mental doctrines of Evangelical Christianity, 
Pha distinguished from Romanism on the one 
LN hand, and Rationalism on the other. It was v7; 
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The Mayor of the city of New York presided | hausting sessions ig 
in the Conference, and the Common Council Nor is it one of the least wonderful circam- 


the people to see, hear, and enjoy. Provision | they ure gone. They carry with 


vast proportions, as it dees in the variety, | had Seen made for lange avemblie:, but the 
magnitude, and importance of the themes | maltitudes that thronged every temple and 
that commanded its attention. exceeded all anticipation 
The power of this Conference is visible in and compelled sudden aad swift arrangements 
appointment 
extended to the members the hospitalities of | stances that these meetings—three, five, and 
the city. Philadelphia did the same honour | sometimes seven in one day—for ten days, 
to itself and the Conference. The trans- some of them extemporized and supplied with 
atlantic steamship companies and railroad | orators on the instant, all of them crowded 
companies in the United States offered facili- | to the utmost capacity of the largest houses 
ties of travel with generosity unexampled in , that could be obtained, have invariably been : 
any land or time. The Erie Railroad invitation | conducted with decorum, dignity, and spirit, re 
to the Conference to go to Niagara Falls and | speakers in no case failing to appear, and in 23 
the 
have ~ 
4 
The daily” secular’press in this city has | more than that the best possible results are 
remarkably illustrated and increased the| confidently expected. God will make it, we 
moral power of the Conference. Its reports | fondly believe, so great a blessing to our own 
of the proceedings have been so full and so land and to the whole world, that all the % 
accurate, as to give a fair view of the Alliance, | time, toil, and money expended in prepara- 
while the editorial reviews have been marked | tion for it, and in its consummation, will be 
by a breadth of view, an appreciation and clear | regarded as nothing compared with the glory a 
apprehension of the seope of the Conference, | that is to follow. Thanks are due to the 
of its extent and limitations, and by such a/| brethren who came to us from over the sea, : 
kindly spirit, both in applause and criticisms, | and from the British Provinces in the North, +g 
as to win the grateful recognition of the | for their presence, their prayers, and their i 
whole Conference. And the outward mani-| wise and timely words, Men of might, of 
festation of the grandeur and power of this | faith, of learning, and zeal,—they have given 
Conference, more marked and impressive | us lessons of wisdom, impulses to holy work, 
them our 
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